A "fire-proof zone" is incorporated in the west wing of the
2nd and 3rd floors. The space functioned as the "Postal
Savings and Remittances" office on the second floor, the
"Revenue Stamp Storage Room" and the "Document Storage
Room" on the third floor for safeguarding important
documents such as deposit books, records, and publications.
The iron door is designed to shut close the moment there is
a fire to prevent it from spreading. This concept was fairly
advanced during the Japanese colonial period and an

important feature of this monument.
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Transition to Modern Architecture

The building features a reduction in exterior contour with a
low-slope but flat roof. Unlike protrusive porch that is
frequently seem in government buildings of the time, the
arched main entrance reminds the viewer with a sense of
simplicity and stability. Nevertheless, classical elements are
still applied in the detail, such as cartouche, corbel, Tonic
and composite columns. It is reasonable to argue that this
building represents a turning point from classicism to

modernism in Taiwan's architectural history.
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1.The cartouche
2.The corbel
3.The composite columns
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Modern Equipment

Fire-fighting equipment, metal roller shutter windows (for
preventing fire and burglary), lift (for transporting people
and food), hot water system, garbage chute, etc. were
modern equipment during the Japanese colonial period that
was rarely seen except for in official buildings such as the
Governor-General's Office and the Railway Department.
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The metal roller shutter windows
& (for preventing fire and burglary)
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Evolution

After World War 1II, the building was used by the Transpor-
tation Department of the Taiwan Provincial Executive Office,
the Post and Telecommunications Management Committee,
the Taiwan Post and Telecommunications Administration
Bureau, the Taiwan Post Administration Bureau, and the
Taiwan Telecommunications Administration Bureau. The
Ministry of Transportation officially took over in 1971. In
December of the same year, the fourth floor was added to
respond to the need of more space. On May 4, 1998, the
Taipei City Government designated this building as a city:
monument. After the Ministry of Transportation relocated
in 2006, the Academia Historica Office's use of the building
was approved by the Executive Yuan in order to manage the
artifacts of the President and the Vice President. On
December 20, the Academia Historica Office was officially
registered as the administrative organ of the building. In

April 2010, the building was officially put into use.
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Academia Historica Website

www.drnh.gov.tw

EJtEE | 10006 EAHPEERBRDEH—R25R%
Taipei Branch | No. 2, Changsha St. sec. 1,
Zhongzheng Dist., Taipei City 10006
Tel.02-23161000

ARBOEH AR EEEE L4 - BIIEHE - ha =
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(exhibition.drnh.gov.tw) & -

The exhibition offers AR Interative Tour. Feel free to stop by

the museum. Also, you can enjoy it on “ The Bright Field of
Inherit History” all digital exhibition platform.

(exhibition.drnh.gov.tw)

Academia Historica
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Travelling Through Time and Space

The location we are at is No. 2, Section 1, Changsha Street.
During the Japanese colonial period, it was included in the
district of 2 Chome-1 Shoincho. Shoincho named after
Deng-Ying shuyuan (academy) was near the intersection of
Changsha Street and Taoyuan Street. Before 1945, this area
housed many agencies, including the Governor-General's
Office (now the Presidential Office Building), the Communi-
cations Bureau (now the Academia Historica Office), the
Taiwan Power Stock Company (now the Agency Against
Corruption Office), Taiwan Governor-General's Library
(now the Taipei District Prosecutors Office, Taiwan High
Prosecutors Office, etc.), Japanese Colonial-era Telephone
Switching Office (now the Chunghwa Telecom Bo'ai Service
Center), Taiwan Governor-General's High Court (now the
Judicial Office Building), Taiwan Army Headquarters (now

the Armed Forces Reserve Command Office) and so on.

The Communications Bureau in 1924(provided by National
Central Library ).
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Construction

In the early days of Japanese colonial period, this place
housed a total of four buildings which were used as the
official residence of the Governor-General's Office. The
buildings were torn down in 1921, the materials were resold,
and the site became home to the new office of the Depart-
ment of Communications. At the time, the original office of
the department was near the old Office of the

Governor-General
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The Communications Bureau (right), Governor-General's

Office (middle) and the Taiwan Power Stock Company (left).
(provided by National Central Library)

(the former Qing Dynasty Taiwan Provincial Administration
Compound), located at the intersection of Hengyang Road
and Yanping South Road, roughly in the vicinity of Zhong-
shan Hall of today. The new building was completed in
February 1924.The Department of Communications moved in

and was reformed as Communications Bureau at the end of

the same year.
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Designer

1869-1949

Moriyama Matsunosuke,

RN R @

HHBIE > Bk

192355 B HOR M % » H A BOR il iy B 4 2%
Wi B 52 ~ B K Beat o A R 5 3 Gt b B o A
Ko R TVF T o A R B = TE 2 9 1 8
+o HEBRRE o B R - A EIN
ARG R MR Ak o AR A R AT A
Ge iR BI85

Architectural Features

Earthquake-Proof and Fire-Proof

After the Great Kanto Earthquake in 1923, the Japanese
government began to pay more attention to the
earthquake-proof and fire-proof aspects of building designs.
With broadness in building area, the architecture is of a
three-section compound. The slabs of each floor and the roof
are made with reinforced concrete with iron beams, the
building is of a lower height, and the warehouse with heavy
objects are arranged on the first floor to strengthen the

structure and avoid collapse in case of an earthquake.
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