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The Dual Anti-Communist Constraint
on Overseas Chinese in South Korea
under the Cold War System
(1950s to 1970s)

En-mei Wang

Abstract

During the Cold War period, both the Republic of China and the Republic
of Korea forged their respective “national consciousness” by promoting anti-
Communism. They institutionalized the anti-Communist ideology through enacting
a series of laws and regulations, which constituted a system of anti-Communism.
Both countries depicted their opponents, i.e., Communist China and North Korea,
as “enemy of the people”. People in ROC and ROK were not allowed to make
any contact with Communist China or North Korea. Moreover, ROC and ROK
formed an alliance based on this anti-Communist ideology. In this study, ROC and
ROK is viewed as a common anti-Communist Community. Overseas Chinese in
South Korea lived in this anti-Communist Community of two divided countries and
were simultaneously under the influences of their homeland and of their residence
state. They thus had dual anti-Communist experiences. Since both ROC and ROK
made laws about anti-Communism as the basis of their institutions, these overseas
Chinese had a keen sense of their “double exposure” to an anti-Communist
environment when they broke those laws.

This paper explores the dual anti-Communist constraint on overseas Chinese
in South Korea, and clarifies how those experiences impacted their communities,

through examining cases in which people broke anti-Communist laws in either

Associate Professor, Department of East Asian Studies, National Taiwan Normal
University
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country. Under the anti-Communist alliance of the Cold War era they faced
repercussions in both ROC and ROK. This study focuses on 1950s-1970s because
it was the period during which anti-Communist institutions in the two countries
were the most effective. Major sources used in this research came from the
Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, ROC.

Keywords: Cold War, system of anti-Communism, anti-Communist Community,

anti-Communist laws, overseas Chinese in Korea
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