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Chiang Kai-shek and the Formulation of the
“Strike Back” Policy on Mainland China:
A Case Study of the “Wuhan Plan”

Hui-fen Yeh”

Abstract

Since the removal of his government to Taiwan in 1949, the most important goal for
Chiang Kai-shek was to consolidate security in Taiwan while furthering the “strike back”
policy on mainland China. He was perceived constantly engaged in military preparations
and looking for favorable opportunities at all times. However, in the face of the powerful
government in China, coupled with unfavorable international situation for Taiwan, the
confrontation with the PRC was very difficult indeed, and the “striking back” policy on
mainland China did turn out to be impossible in Chiang’s life.

Forced by reality, Chiang failed to implement a comprehensive counterattack from
Taiwan in his life, which has caused a lot of suspicion of his determination to take military
action. But now, as seen from the collections of Chiang Ching-kuo and Chiang Kai-shek in
the Academia Historica, and Chiang’s diary, all of which are kept as well as numerous
interviews with military and political figures, etc., it is quite clear that Chiang had made a
number of important counter-offensive plans, attached great importance to armaments, and
employed both Japanese instructors and US military advisers to reorganize the troops, in
addition to keeping abreast of changes in the international situation and seeking support
from the United States with a view to carrying out any counterattack and expecting an early
successful in the mission.

The subject of this paper is to sort out the contents of the Wuhan project as promoted
by Chiang from 1957 to 1961, with respect to its background, how it got formulated and
revised, what difficulties it encountered and its setbacks and influence. It is hoped that the
reader will gain a further understanding of the role and importance of the Wuhan plan in
Chiang Kai-shek’s overall design of counter-attack plans or preparations, and even
operations for regaining mainland China from Taiwan.

Keywords: Chiang Kai-shek, Wuhan Plan, Airborne special forces, Kunlun Plan,
Southwest first counter- attack base

* Senior Researcher, Academia Historica
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