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Chen Li-fu’s Political Exile in 1950

Liang-ching Wang"

Abstract

In 1950 the Kuomintang regime had just moved to Taiwan. Chen Li-fu, the
most important agent of the Party’s organizational affairs, suddenly received an
order from Chiang Kai-shek to go to the United States. He would remain there for
the next two decades. Chen’s departure led to a re-shaping of the Kuomintang’s
personnel and faction alignments. This article takes a fresh look at Chen Li-fu’s
political exile with the help of rich source materials from archives in Taiwan and
the United States, diaries and memoirs of the persons involved, newspapers and
periodicals. It argues that Chen’s downfall was the product of external and internal
tensions confronted by the Kuomintang at the time: First, the pressure from the
United States to reform; Second, the need of the Party to re-assess and re-arrange
factional roles. In addition, this article puts forward a new analysis, based on first-
hand sources, of the dynamics and collective mentality of the CC Clique in 1950,
the legacy of which would shape the complex roles its members played in Taiwan’s
politics in the coming years. The article also discusses the “whisper culture” in

Kuomintang faction politics, which is worthy of further exploration.

Keywords: Chen Li-fu, Chiang Kai-shek, Chen Cheng, Kuomintang, CC clique
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