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Media, Advertising and Corporate Culture:
An Analysis of Xindu Zhoukan

Ling-ling Lien

Abstract

This article discusses the advertising strategy of the Sun Sun Sky Terrace
Restaurant, considering it not only as an aspect of business management but
also as an example of cultural and social change in Shanghai. A subsidiary of
Sun Sun Department Store, the Sun Sun Sky Terrace Restaurant was founded in
1939 and soon surpassed its competitors in both business scale and marketing
techniques. Among its many innovations the publication of Xindu Zhoukan in 1943
highlighted the restaurant as a modern enterprise. The magazine was more than
an advertisement; it was an effort to break the stereotype of the restaurant industry.
The purpose of advertising here was not simply to attract customers, but to cultivate
their taste through spreading knowledge. By studying Xindu Zhoukan, this article
explores the modern transformation of a time-honored industry. Facing new
commercial environment, the Shanghai restaurant’s attempt at reshaping its public

image reflected the emergence of a new consumer culture in early 20" Century
China.

Keywords: restaurant, department store, advertising, corporate culture, consumer

culture
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