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A few cases reflecting the issue of identity of
Hanjian ( Traitor) in postwar China
(1945-1949)

Chang Shih-ying
Abstract

According to the most authoritative dictionary in the People's Republic of China at present, The key
word "Hanjian" is someone who helps a different race harm his or her own race. The definition of Hanjian
properly allows people must be Han in order to be a hanjian. Of course, the tension nonetheless persisted
between Qing culturalism with its universalistic monarchic pretensions, and the ethnic particularisms of both
holders and subjects of the throne.

The author tried to explain the issue of identity of hanjian in postwar China through a few cases. The

most important issues about the identity of hanjian include of Nation and Race, adjudication rule between
hanjian's behavior and status, the identity of spy and so on. During and after the War of Resitance, the
Nationalist Party and the Communist Party both adopt the principle of Chinese ethnocultural centrality in
order to win the supports and hearts of the people.

Key words -Hanjian, Traitor, Postwar China, National Identity
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