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Formosa Oolong in the City of Roses

5 B T T 1 R PR (5 IS AR T B R S B S
44 Z M &  Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition)
BRIERRIL04E > 2190556 H LHBHE » HAB IS & |3
ARV R > EPRWIE 5 T R S O e I B
fik (Greetings From Formosa Oolong tea Parlors) | °

RIS BIROR —f R R SR o B A S SH -

B HABORN S BBl st o lph o s
EH SRS LA RS PER -

The Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition took approximately
ten years to plan and opened to the public on June 1, 1905.
Japan was designated a separate area at the event, and printed
on the promotional postcard are the words “Greetings From
Formosa Oolong Tea Parlors.” Visitors were given a free
package of Oolong tea from Taiwan.

The Japanese government spent immense efforts and money
governing and laying out construction in Taiwan. Therefore,
they wished to make a name through Taiwanese Oolong tea
and strengthen export, a goal which is seen in this exposition.
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South American Mate TeasBottoms Up!
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Mate is a type of herbal tea that is prevalent in the subtropical
regions of South America. The tea contains caffeine, and its
main ingredient is Paraguayan holly leaves. Its preparation
method is similar to most tea, in which the dry tea leaves are
infused with hot water. Later, the broken leaves and stems
will float on the surface of the tea, which is removed with a
“bombilla.” Mate is a popular beverage in regions including
Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, and Brazil.
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Paraguayan Mate Tea Set
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Paraguayan painting on wood

* Presented by Yang Chi-Chou,
president of the Promotion of
China Re-Unification Society in
Bolivia in 2008
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Academia Historica
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Paraguayan Mate Tea Set

* Presented by the Paraguayan booth
at the“Latin Square:
Product from Countries with
Diplomatic Relations Exhibition
2002” in 2002
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19 Anecdotes on Tea: Selections from Academia
Historica’s Historical Material Collection and
Presidential and Vice Presidential Gifts Collection
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Paraguayan Mate Tea Set

* Presented by Vietor Alcides
Bogado Gonzalez, president of
the Chamber of Deputies of
Paraguay in 2012

- President Ma Ying-Jeou
Collection

+ 15x8x9 cm
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19 Anecdotes on Tea: Selections from Academia Historica’s
Historical Material Collection and Presidential and
Vice Presidential Gifts Collection
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Due to international trade, tea was planted across Taiwan, an
island of hills and mountains with the perfect climate for growing
tea leaves. The high humidity and foggy weather nurtured the
unique fragrance and charm of Taiwanese tea, bringing changes
to the everyday life of the people of Taiwan as well as the history
of the tea industry.

The first type of tea cultivated in Taiwan during Qing Rule was
Oolong tea, which was renowned worldwide as “Formosa
Oolong.” During Japanese Rule, Oolong tea became a primary
export product. When Paochong started developing during the
1920s, and as black tea rose in popularity in the 1930s, black tea,
Oolong tea, and Paochong tea became the three most popular
types of tea. After the Second World War, Taiwan started
producing green tea in the 1960s and became the main exporter
of green tea in the 80s, marking the golden era of the tea industry.
The Academia Historica is home to the historical records of the
Taipei Tea Merchants Association; together with Taiwan
Historica’s Records of the Government of Taiwan (Government of
Governor-general of Taiwan), the archives give us a comprehen-
sive view of Taiwanese tea.

The gifts presented to the President and Vice President while
they are on diplomatic visits, receive guests and visit people
provide us with a glimpse of the tea of the world. Tea has been a
means to express hospitality, and the 19 tea-related displays are
doorways into the different stories regarding tea.
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Entering the Time Capsule
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The Taipei Tea Merchants Association is currently the oldest
merchant association in Taiwan and is rumored to have been
established under the orders of Liu Ming-Chuan in 1889 during
Qing Rule. The association began as “Yong-He-Xing Tea
Association,” which speaks to the vision of collectively
contributing to the long-term prosperity of the tea industry in
Taiwan.

In 1897 during Japanese Rule, the association was regrouped as
the “Taiwan Tea Merchants Association” and elected cadres
while enforcing regulations. In 1898, the Governor-general’s
office announced the "Taiwan Tea Industry Supervision
Regulation,” which designated different regions for the tea
industry, and the association was hence renamed as “Taihoku
Tea Merchants Association.” Based on “Regulations for
Merchants of Important Products of Taiwan,” the association
was renamed “Taihoku Tea Industry Association” in 1915, and
as the regions of the association continued to expand, it was
regrouped as the “Taiwan Tea Industry Association” in 1937,
stretching from Taihoku Prefecture to Shinchiku Prefecture and
becoming the official tea merchant association in Taiwan. Due
to the abolishment of the “Taiwan Important Products

Merchants Association Act” in 1944, the association once again _ |

operated as a voluntary association under the name “Taiwan-
Tea Merchants Association.” In 1945 after the war, thelassocia*
tion regrouped as “Taiwan Province Tea Merchants Association”
according to the Civil Associations Act. In 1949, the government
of the Republic of China relocated to Taiwan, and the
association was regrouped as “Taipei Tea Merchants
ssociation,” and the name has been used to this day.
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The Fragrance of Tea Floating Across the Ocean
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When Taiwan entered Japanese Rule in 1895, the Japanese
government systematically invested efforts into Taiwan, an
“island of treasure” known for its abundant produce. This
opened the chapter of scientific cultivation and promotion of
Taiwanese tea. At its peak, tea plants covered approximately
45,000 hectares of land. With actively promoting, the export of
Taiwanese tea increased significantly as 13 million kilograms
of tea leaves were exported at the highest, mainly black tea,
Paochong, and Oolong tea.
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Taiwan Tea House in the Expositions
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During Japanese Rule, the government was entirely dedicated to
promoting Taiwanese tea, and it was one of the focuses of the
Japanese Government at the fairs, which was the main stage for
Taiwanese tea to expand its international market and sales.

The “Taiwan Tea House” first emerged at the Exposition
Universelle of 1900 in Paris and was awarded the Golden Prize.
After this, the Taiwan Tea House was seen at fairs in Japan,
Taiwan, and around the world.
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The “Taiwan Tea House” at the Tokyo Peace
Exhibition in 1922

(Source: Mr. Hsu Hsien-Yao)
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The award from the Exposition
Universelle of 1900 in Paris
(Source: Taipei Tea Merchants Association)




