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Fujianese-Guangdongese or Holo-Hakka? A
New Exploration of the Relationship be-
tween Taiwan’s Han Ethnic Groups in the

Qing Dynasty
— Beginning on the Plains of Pingdong

Cheng-hui Lin’
Abstract

The discord in classification of Taiwan's Fujianese-Guangdongese ethnic
groups during the Qing Dynasty is a commonly discussed and researched issue.
Thus far, related research of the historians of Qing Taiwan has not attached any
special importance to the relationship between observations of ethnic group
dialects. Therefore, for many years, immigrants with a Hakka dialect were of-
ten grouped with those from Guangdong, causing the seemingly self-evident
concept that Guangdonese were Hakka, and similarly that Fujianese were Holo.
Previously, when scholars had dealt with the relationship between Taiwan's
Han ethnic groups in the Qing, classification was commonly made through
horizontal provincial boundaries. However, so called ‘Fujianese-Guangdongese’
and ‘Holo-Hakka’ in actuality enjoin classifications of province and language
family. Such a division is by no means consistent, as complicated mixed and
intersecting relationship exist. Consequently, in order to understand how ethnic
and language groups are classified throughout the provinces of Guangdong and
Fujian, vertical language groups must be taken into account. By intertwining
provincial and lingual borders in four areas, it is possible to clearly understand
the circumstances uniting Han immigrants in Taiwan during the Qing Dynasty.
Through the initial classification disparity between union and division of eth-
nic groups involved in the Rebellion of Zhu Yigui occurring on the plains of
Pingdong in 1721 and 1846, this paper will explain the classification conflict
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between the Chinese from the Pingdong plains. This definition is not one of
provincial administrative boundaries-namely the relationship of Pindong Han
ethnic groups: what is said to be in accordance with oppositions in divisions of
nationality, but rather in accordance with dialectical classifications. Only this
perspective enables understanding of why Fujianese immigrating from Ding-
zhou ‘adhered to Guangdongese not Fujianese’ and why Guangdongese immi-
grating Chaozhou and Huizhou were on intimate terms with Fujianese immi-
grating from Zhangzhou and Quanzhou during this time. This text, although
emphasizing identification of Han ethnic groups of Pingdong plains area in the
Qing by dialect, does not argue that dialect identification superceded that of an
ancestral home (native) or village consciousness. Within different regions,
immigrant numbers and the intensity of their cultural-economic force drew
forth varying ethnic group relationships. While raising the concept of dialect
groups, | hope to provide another perspective for observation of and reflection
about the relationship between Han ethnic groups in the Qing.

Key words: Fujianese, Guangdongese, Holo, Hakka, the plains of Ping-
dong
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