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The Takeover and the Management of the

Taiwan Development Company after the
WW II

Feng-Chiao Ho*

Abstract

In 1936, the Taiwan Development Company Ltd. was set up. There were
four types of land under its management: (1) the land owned by the company;
(2) the land bought by the company; (3) the land cultivated by the company; and
(4) polders—lands below the sea level. The land owned by the company was
the land which had already been cultivated, the land bought by the company
was the land bought for the purpose of construction, and the third and the fourth
types of land were lands owned by the Governor-General which needed to be
further cultivated or developed. The former two types of land were called by the
company as business lands because much capital and manpower were needed in
order to make them profitable. In the past, uncultivated lands in Taiwan were all
owned by the government.

After the WW 11, the Taiwan Development Company Ltd. and other
Japanese enterprises-public or private-- were all taken over by the KMT
administration. But the lands under the ownership of the Taiwan Development
Company Ltd. were managed differently after the takeover. Some were leased
to the farmers after the land reform, but the business lands were handed to
the Land Bank for further development. These lands were cultivated by the
principle of “ land cultivation via land use.” The lands that were ready for
cultivation were released to farmers; those good for construction were released
to the construction enterprise. As to those with forests, they were cultivated via
cooperative management or supervised management. This progressive form of
land development made it possible for the government to fully use the land.

Keywords: Taiwan Development Company Ltd., business
land, land reform, Land Bank.

Senior Researcher, Academia Historica.
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