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Between 1974 and 1991, the Little League, Junior League, and Senior
League baseball teams representing the Republic of China won the
Triple Crowns in international competitions 6 times, solidifying the
status of baseball in Taiwan in both domestic and foreign sports events.

Baseball has brought joy and national pride to the lives of Taiwanese
people through glorious achievements. When baseball matches were
played in other countries, overseas Taiwanese independence activists
took the opportunity to promote Taiwan independence outside the
baseball field. To the government of the Republic of China, baseball
plays a crucial role in active promotion and defense of the national
interest of the Republic of China in both domestic and foreign politics.
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In 1974, Vice Premier of the Executive Yuan Chiang Ching-Kuo hosted the Li-
De Kaohsiung Little League and Mei-He Pingtung Junior League and proposed
the construction of the nighttime baseball field named “Triple Crown” to
commemorate Taiwan’s World Series victories.
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Golden Age of Baseball

HSEE - BV A B > EEE IR LA BRI
IRETBIZK > 1990 ¢ 3 A 17 H 2 —F s B I pIHT - @ a3
B BR B RLIL A o T SRR BRI ) RO B S Bk R 1 T 3
b~ B - D BFEER > BRGSO I— T TR ) -

PRI R R R 2 B > [ IRPURSR T8 kB R RSP o 7R
EROu AN T EE 200 1 B P AR B IT AR RESE - BN
JRE YRR IR AR o 15 B0 RRAR R R T AR - B EREE T A
BB ERELF- Bl Ay 8 A 0 BB X e

Taiwan is the fifth country to have its professional baseball leaguc after
the United States, Mexico, Japan, and South Korea, with the first season
of professional baseball beginning on March 17, 1990. The emergence
of the CPBL signified the professionalization, institutionalization, and
corporatization of baseball in Taiwan, marking the start of baseball as a
full-time profession.

Bascball helps fulfill Taiwan’s dream of embracing the world. The
Taiwanese players who excelled internationally have teamed up with
CPBL players to participate in international baseball competitions and
further the development of baseball in Taiwan. In an era characterized
by a major debate over national identity, international baseball events
helped facilitate dialogue between Taiwan independence supporters and
those who advocate for Taiwan’s annexation by China.
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On July 2, 1990, the CPBL All-Star Game was held at Kaohsiung Li De
Baseball Stadium; the opening pitch was thrown by Sadaharu Oh, a Taiwanese
baseball player living in Japan.
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cosigned by baseball players
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Even the visually impaired can hear the sound of baseball. Because
baseball heavily relies on vision, beep baseball was created for the
visually impaired to enjoy the sport through hearing.

Taiwan is the first Asian country to participate in beep baseball, and its
beep baseball teams have performed exceptionally well in international
beep baseball competitions, bringing glory to the country. After the
Taiwan Non-Visual Sports Culture Development Association was
formed in 2012, the National Baseball League for the Blind has been
hosted every spring and fall. People who play baseball by relying on
their sense of hearing have continued to promote beep baseball.
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The Sound of Baseball:
Selections with a Baseball Theme from
Academia Historica’s Collection
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Since the 20th century, the sound of bascball hits has reverberated
throughout the island of Taiwan, tearing through the air where only
the heartbeat can be heard and raising clouds of dust and thunderous
cheers. The sound of baseball is delivered to our eager ears on square
and bumpy fields, across the streets and alleys, and from small TV
screens.

The sound of baseball has helped project Taiwan’s voice across the
world, echoing the spirit of Taiwan throughout various historical period,
including the Japanese colonial period, the post-World War II period,
Taiwan’s economic boom, and when Taiwan was facing international
political challenges. Each prominent Taiwanese baseball player has told
the story of Taiwan through the sound of baseball, enriching the lives of
Taiwanese people.

The specially selected collection of baseball-related archives and artifacts,
such as historical documents, event photos, congratulatory messages
from presidents, and video records, link the developmental trajectory
and major events of baseball in Taiwan’s history, highlighting baseball’s
close connection with the people of Taiwan as their national sport.
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Baseball, referred to as “Yakyuu” by the Japanese people, was introduced
to Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period as a recreational sport for
the Japanese people in Taiwan. After the Extension of Home Rule was
implemented in 1919, modern physical education was integrated into
school education, introducing Taiwanese students to baseball. Thus,
under the influence of policies aimed at Japanese—Taiwanese integration,
this policy kickstarted baseball development in Taiwan. After the Taiwan
Sports Association was established in 1920, the Taiwan All-Island
Baseball Tournament was hosted, popularizing baseball in Taiwan.

The Takasago Baseball Team (Noko Baseball Team) thrived in the 1920s
as a baseball team composed entirely of Indigenous Taiwanese players.
The team gained widespread attention because of its members’ identity
and excellent physical ability. Takasago Baseball Team performed
exceptionally well in baseball games in Japan, boosting the popularity of
baseball in Taiwan.

The Kano Baseball Team, which was formed in 1928, consisted of Han
Taiwanese, Indigenous Taiwanese, and Japanese players. The team took
second place at the National High School Baseball Championship (aka
Summer Koshien Baseball Games) in 1931, earning praise as “The
World’s Kano.” The Kano Baseball Team ignited the “Baseball Spirit”
in Taiwan, and it became a symbol of the harmony between the three
cthnic groups in Taiwan under Japanese colonial rule.
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Official subsidy document for repairing the Chiayi Baseball Field in 1937.
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In the 1950s, with the assistance of the United States, the Republic

of China government regarded baseball as a means of strengthening

its relationship with the United States. In the face of international
pressure in the 1960s, the Republic of China government encouraged
corporations to establish baseball teams, actively organized international
exhibition games, and provided specialized training for its baseball
players. These measures were taken to solidify baseball as a national
sport of the Republic of China, with the objective of strengthening its
diplomatic outreach.

Faced with international political challenges in the late 1960s, Taiwan
broadcast the sound of baseball on televisions and radios to inspire its
people.
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Little League Baseball
commemorative plaque
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In 1968, the Taitung Red Leaves trounced
Japan’s Kansai United at the China—Japan
Little League Baseball Tournament. Thus, the
legend of the Red Leaves echoed through the
island of Taiwan.

In 1969, the Golden Dragons won the
Little League World Series championship in
Williamsport. During the period after the
Republic of China lost its seat at the United
Nations in 1971, the Tainan Giants won the
Little League World Series championship

in' Williamsport and continued their success
by winning their record third consecutive
World Series championship in 1973. These
“Little Generals of China” fought hard at
international competitions to bring glory to
the Republic of China.
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Commemorative bat of Taitung Red Leaves
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