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Justice Served?��Postwar Extradition of Traitors form 
Macao by the Nationalist Government, 1945-1948 

Wu Su-feng 

Abstract 

    After World War II a number of Chinese who had served in the puppet 
regime of Guangdong or had assisted the Japanese during the war escaped to 
nearby Macao in fear of being punished by the Nationalist  Government. They 
thought they might be save because Macao was controlled by Portugal. However, 
the  Nationalist Government was determined to put these traitors on trial so as to 
rebuild its authority among the  Chinese. General Chang Fa-kuei, who was the 
military leader of postwar Guangdong, asked the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs for 
help in extraditing the escapees. 
      The colonial government of Macao was not cooperative. It disagreed with 
the charges made by the Nationalist Government, and it was reluctant to return 
those suspects who had friendly relationship with Macao or Portugal. Moreover, 
some Macao policemen took the opportunity to extort bribes from the escapees in 
exchange for protection. The Nationalist Government could not control the 
situation, In the end General Chang extradited only those suspects who were 
either nobodies or had no money to bribe me police. The High Court of 
Guangdong set most of them free after trail. 
     The extradition of wartime traitors from Macao proved to be a futile effort. 
Despite a great deal of judicial and diplomatic work, me Nationalist Government 
failed to bring those who were guilty to justice. This experience further revealed 
the problems confronted by postwar China. 
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