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National Revolutionary Army’s
Counteroffensive in the Last Phase
of China’s War of Resistance Against
Japan, 1945

Sheng-hsiung Su’

Abstract

When the Imperial Japanese Army’s Operation Ichi-Go approached the end,
the National Revolutionary Army (NRA) began to develop counteroffensive
plans. These plans have been described in the historiography of China’s War of
Resistance Against Japan. But these studies mostly did not clarify the development
and contents of these plans. Compared with the Marco Polo Bridge Incident,
Battle of Shanghai or other major battles in China’s War Against Japan, the NRA’s
counteroffensive in later phase of the War was seldom discussed among scholars.
Therefore, this article investigates the NRA’s counteroffensive plans, seeking to
answer questions concerning its purposes, the operation process, and its meaning
for China and the U.S.

This article points out that during the last phase of the War, China and the
U.S. had drafted the Plan ALPHA, which encompassed army re-organization,
personnel training, and military supply. Accordingly, the Chinese Army Supreme
Headquarter was set up, whose aim was to train the 39 divisions of the NRA
to become core counteroffensive forces. Meanwhile, the development of the
counteroffensive master plan was conducted actively, and soon sub plans such as
“Outline of Operation Plan for the Chinese Army,” “RASHNESS” and “BETA
(CARBONADO)” were drafted. While the plan was still forming, the Japanese
forces withdrew from the South China region with the NRA forces pushing in
behind. It made China prematurely launched the counteroffensive master plan and
secured large area of previously lost territories. The preliminary goal of the plan

* Assistant Researcher, Academia Historica
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was met and the NRA had turned to Canton. It was at this time that the Japan forces
declared surrender and marked the end of the NRA’s counteroffensive actions.

The NRA’s counteroffensive plan was not meant to compel Japan to surrender
by its own military force. The Imperial Japanese Army had already shown signs of
losing the War by its successive defeats in the Pacific Theater. There was no need
for the NRA to confront the Japan forces directly and waste its military resources.
For that reason, the NRA put more efforts into matters of “counteroffensive
preparing,” e.g. training and equipping its troops, than “counteroffensive
combating.” Thus, the NRA often took the tactic of raiding Japanese troops in
their retreat and at the same time reclaiming lost territories. In reality, the goal of
“counteroffensive preparing” was not met and the NRA’s efforts were spent in an
unfinished task.

Keywords: Chiang Kai-shek, Albert C. Wedemeyer, ALPHA, RASHNESS, BETA,
CARBONADO
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