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Shen Dingyi in the Early Period of Republican 
China and the Citizens' Radical Party 

Zeng Yeying 

Abstract 

    After the establishment of the Republic of China in 1912, Shen Dingyi 
formed me Citizens' Radical  Party in Shanghai, and became a modest mover m 
me party political fervor at the time. However until now,  there have been no 
academic studies on this endeavor of Shen's and the Citizens' Radical Party in 
general.  From childhood, Shen Dingyi was different from others, bold and 
decisive in action with a strong  personality. In the 1911 Revolution, he 
contributed to the overthrow of the Qing Dynasty. After the  establishment of the 
Republic of China, he enthusiastically engaged in party political activities through 
the  Citizens' Radical Party. During this period, he clashed with revolutionaries 
such as Huang Xin, Wang Jinfa, Chu Fucheng, etc. Though he declared himself 
opposed to Yuan Shikai and later supported me "Second Revolution", there was 
all along a political division between him and the revolutionaries. This perhaps 
affected his future political path. 
     The Citizens' Radical Party was a small opposition party, composed entirely 
of men, with its main base of operations in the provinces south of me Yangtze 
River, particularly Zhejiang Province. Without support from any government 
office or endorsements from any distinguished personages, the party's political 
influence depended entirely on self-promotion. The Citizens' Radical Party 
stressed that party members must be men of character, scholarship and ability, 
united on the basis of their political views. It placed particular emphasis on 
post-revolution economic development. In party politics, it advocated focusing on 
the nation and political views, and opposed pointless party and individual disputes. 
As for the opposing parties-the Nationalist Party and the Republican Party, it 
often actively mediated between them. The Citizens' Radical Party showed great 
enthusiasm and sense of responsibility m defending the interests of the country 
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and nation, safeguarding civil rights, and developing popular will. The party's 
relations with Yuan Shikai followed a torturous course, from mutual aid at first to 
open denunciation of Yuan in the end. Given the historical conditions of the time, 
such a course is not at all surprising. 
 

Keywords: Early Republican China, Party Politics, Shen 
Dingyi, Citizens' Radical Party, Yuan Shikai, 
Second Revolution 


