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A Preliminary Research on the entry restrictions 
in Taiwa��the Instance of Chen Cheng as the Taiwan 

Provincial Governor in 1949  

Hsueh Yueh-shun 

Abstract 

This study mainly investigated the entry restrictions of Taiwan in 1949, first of 
all, background and purposes, then actions and reactions, obstructions and the 
countermeasures of Governor Chen Cheng�� � �, finally, effects and influences. 

A distinctive feature of the entry restrictions in Taiwan was the objects to be 
restricted. Unlike the situations of many democratic countries, such entry 
restrictions not only set for the aliens but also applied to the natives. This unusual 
state of affairs occurred from some particular conditions.  

In the first place, the entry restrictions of Taiwan were deeply influenced by 
the circumstances of the Chinese Civil War. The second, Chen Cheng ranked very 
high and important positions in government and the army,  also in 
Kuomintang(KMT) the ruling party of Taiwan. He held greater power than the 
Former governors Chen Yi�� � � and Wei Tao-ming�� � 	 �.With such 
immeasurable power, Chen Cheng prevailed over all dissenting opinions, and stood 
his ground to carry out the entry restrictions. The third, Chen Cheng proclaimed 
Taiwan under the order of Martial Law in 1949. Indeed, this proclaim 
complicatedly involved other political and social conditions, not just simply for the 
entry restrictions. But obviously, there was a causal relationship between the entry 
restrictions and the Martial Law.  

The entry restrictions were executed slackly in the beginning. Nevertheless, 
with the deterioration of the Nationalist's military situation in the Civil War, the 
entry restrictions were tightened gradually, and the measures of restrictions became 
more and more stringent. It was not so easy for the common people of Mainland to 
apply for entering Taiwan. However, millions of people accompanying by the 
Nationalist army removed from Mainland to Taiwan in waves. The population of 



 

 - 3 -  

Taiwan rapidly increased more than 1,500,000 in first two or three years. In fact, the 
entry restrictions did not check the encumbrance of overpopulation. On the other 
hand, the entry restrictions successfully prevented the CCP's spies and saboteurs 
infiltrating and subverting Taiwan. The entry restrictions contributed to strengthen 
KMT regime, but inconvenient to ordinary people. 
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