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A*“Mongolian Landscape”?:
One of the Others under the Republic
of China’s “Five Nationalities”

Hui-chun Yu'

Abstract

This paper examines three large-scale exhibitions held in the Republic of
China with special reference to exhibits and objects from Mongolia so as to
highlight the process of latent Mongolian independence movement. The first
exhibition organized in 1914 by the curatorial team of Yan Zhiyi, was called the
Zhili Province Pre-exhibition of Panama-Pacific International Exposition, in which
a Mongolian yurt and two Mongols were in display. The second exhibition entitled
National Education Fair, was organized by Tao Zhixing and held in 1924 at the
Southeast University, Nanjing. The third named Northwest Heritage Exhibition,
was held in 1936 at Nanjing, under the auspices of Ma Hetian and the members
of the Northwest Development Association. From the various representations of
Mongols in these three exhibitions, this paper enquires into the political discourse
on the “republic of five nationalities,” and its shift from the conception of “nation-

building” to the function of racial classification and minority group status.

Keywords: Zhili Province Pre-exhibition of Panama-Pacific International
Exposition, National Education Fair, Northwest Heritage Exhibition,

Mongolian independence movement, Republic of Five Nationalities
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26 Panama-Pacific International Exposition, Official Guide of the Panama-Pacific International
Exposition (San Francisco: Wahlgreen, 1915), p. 52.
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A MONGOLIAN HORSEMAN

This is a work of singular beauty and strength, and probably will be one of the finest piceces of sculpture at the
Exposition.

[&4 ~ A Mongolian Horseman
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3% Marieke Bloembergen, Colonial Spectacles: The Netherlands and the Dutch East Indies at the
World Exhibitions, 1880-1931 (Singapore: Singapore University Press, 2006), pp. 50-105.
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