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How did Chosen Sadaebu Scholars Read the
"Kujang" —A case Study of Cho Tae-Koo

Wann-Sheng Horng
Abstract

Interaction between the "Chungin" (the middle class in between the ruling
class and the common people) mathematicians and "Sadaebu" (or "Yangban", the
Korean ruling class) scholars who were versed in mathematics in the early 18th
century deserves due attention simply because it points to the autonomous
development of Korean mathematics in the Chosen dynasty period (1392-1910).
The " Chungin" mathematicians were able to preserve their professional status in
a closed community thanks to not only family tradition but intermarriage between
families of the same class as well. On the other hand, the "Sadaebu" scholars who
also knew mathematics well helped to establish the legitimacy of the subject in
the context of the "Shihak" (practical learning) school.

In this article, I am going to take Cho Tae-Koo (1660-1723) as an example to
demonstrate just how the Chosen "Sadaebu" scholars read the "Kujang" (Nine
Chapters on Mathematics), one basic mathematical text transmitted from China.
In addition, I also want to explore how his view on the "Kujang" witnessed a due
respect to mathematics from the "Sadaebu" circle. By contrasting the studies of
mathematics by Cho Tae-Koo and Hong Chong-Ha, a very noted contemporary
"Chungin" mathematician, it is also interesting to see how Cho Tae-Koo used his
rhetoric of the "Kujang" to promote mathematical study in the context of the
"Shilhak" school.

Keywords: Cho Tae-Koo, Kujang, Sadaecbu Mathematician,
Chungin Mathematician.



