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The History of Tienshihchai Photolithographic 
Publishing Works 

Tsai Sheng-Chi 

Abstract 

Photolithography was imported to China at the period of Tao-Kuang in the 

Ching Dynasty through missionary. At the period of Kuang-Hsu, it becames a 

popular publishing ways.  Tienshihchai Photolithography Publishing Works, 

which was founded by Mr. Ernest Major,  made a big profits, because of they use 

Photolithography to publish books and picturial magazine. Photolithography can 

reduce a lots of time and cost. The Other publishing works fellow the example of 

Tienshihchai Photolithography Publishing Works to setup the new style press. 

This article study about the key publishing house “Tienshihchai 

Photolithography Publishing Works”, its influence of the publications at that time. 

Begin with the timing of Photolithography imported to China and how 

Photolithography works. Then step by step describe the steup of Tienshihchai 

Photolithography Publishing Works’,  the categorys of its prelications, its 

marketing methods, because of the end of Imperial examination and the import of 

new technical about publishing to cause the decline of Photolithography,  finally, 

Tienshihchai Photolithography Publishing Works’ this 30 years books store closed. 

But its influence of the publications at that time will last forever.  First of them is 

to let paleography can be arranged, second is to popularize the publications, thired 

is to rising and flourishing the publishing houses. This article is based on the 

history of publicaions to view the start and decling of Tienshihchai 

Photolithography Publishing Works and include the development of 

Photolithography at that time. 
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