A A B ] B A B e T

5

E2:H

W E

ERE 15 SRR R fran B bRt R A E— Kb — 15377 > ik
YERFRID Rl - EE RBUREES TR S - B B S B AR (8 > R
AR TR A SR ) B SRS it AT ] (R A Bl B B e e e o (L 278 o el
SEERITER] -

AR S PR e BB B [ FH — (7 b B B S e B S - Oy
W VYRR » ARSI T SEPURRBOR W TP 0 ety — 2%
{th )R HERET) > O M iU E - 2] b - il 5y
[ ESEUF IR > i SRR R S BURFARAR > S5V YRt A gl ExS A B2 U
Tl B AL Ak TR i — S AR

o VG TR 2R e BT A DAL T8 P P kL AR > 4
PR LRI s - BE g i re » AR EMM BRI A B H 182
FEH - (oM E HE - AR > ik LA EHBOMER
LREENSIE R © AEALERTS BB - [IRE R AL S AR 5
BB Z BT > SR TR - HRRE BRI ASS -

AR LS A2 21 R AL Aert &7 B S B R L S0 I O AR
POF ~ [T ~ RO ~ Bl ~ R T LR R o R A A
(ATAEBCFHRFRE - O BOEAREEN B LRI - S8 ) 2 (ES R R
KMERR > Tl B A Fg JT B ERBURT 2 SR AT 8 2 ko ) VAT - 55
UDSE WAL NG5 i W (B SN S WAL DDA RE B AR L AP AN LW A5 R E e
R RekhE A ATk ©



BAgEE . BAEE. REXR, FHE. F/\E, BBEEF,

BEREF.

Tang Sheng-zhi & the 8th Army of the Nationalist
Revolutionary Forces

Hui-feng Ye
Abstract

The northern expedition of the Nationalist Revolutionary Forces in 1926 is the
first effort to the national unification in the history of modern China and it is a
success. Prior to the eve of the northern expedition, there are eight units of army in
the Nationalist Revolutionary Forces. But the 8th army, established by Tang
Sheng-zhi alone plays a critical role in deciding when the northern military action
takes place.

Tang Sheng-zhi, who graduated from BaoDing Military Institute, turns out to
be the commander of the 4th military corps when he returns to Hu-nan province.
The 4th military corps eventually becomes the most powerful military units in
Hu-nan province. Tang soon becomes the topmost military general in Hu-nan. Just
before the northern military expedition, he gets in touch with the Nationalist
Government in the South and helps to bring about the actual military expediton.
Since the 4th army is incorporated into the 8th army of the Nationalist

Revolutionary Forces, it is the newly-born army for the northern forces.



The 8th army originates from the basic military units, which are trained and
disciplined by Tang Sheng-zhi in Hu-nan since 1910's and thus becomes the
greatest support of Tang's strength. As Tang continues to expand his military power,
he deserves more prominent role in the political ecology in Hu -nan. Though born
as a low-level military officer. Tang keeps running over all the other colleagues,
and makes a threat to his superior Zhao Heng-xi, who long graspes the greatest
power in military and politics. As Tang Sheng-zhi receives greater attention from
Wu Pei-fu in the north as well as Guang- dong and Guang-xi governments in the
south, his attitudes exert extremely great influence on the political balance.

This paper mainly discusses the military activities by Tang Sheng-zhi from
the establishment of the Republic of China to the northern military expedition. Five
stages are included in the discussion : Education in BaoDing Military Institute,
Development in Hu-nan, Tan-Zhao Battle, War Against Zhao and War Between
Tang and Ye. My discussion covers the following questions : how does Tang
Sheng-zhi manage to rise in chaos? How can he take hold of good tuning to develop
his military strength when the political power changes hands constantly? Why does
Tang Sheng-zhi decide to work for the Nationalist Government in the South when
he takes the greatest political and military power in Hu-nan ? What is the
consequence of this decision? Do the local military forces make an obstacle or
assistance when they join the job of national unification? It is my sincerest hope that
these discussions will clarify the complicated relationship between the local and

central governments after the northern military expedition.
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