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Discussing on the Rents of Aboriginal Tribes
in Qing Taiwan from the Dan-Xin Archives

Chi-hao Wu™

Abstract

This article discusses the land rents of the aboriginal tribes in the Qing
Taiwan by analyzing the Dan-Xin archives, and in order for us to apprehend the
substantial connotation by expenditure items of the tribal rents, to argue if the
name of the tribal rents can match the reality to profit the aborigines.

Firstly, the tribal officers often don’t have enough cash to handle official
business or pay the customary fees to the local government, they have to pawn
the tribal rents to the Han, and so the tribal rents are belonged to the Hans.

Secondly, speaking of the receiving and dispatching process of the tribal
rents, the tribal officers sometimes broke the law and peculated rents, blasting
the aborigines’ subsistence.

Thirdly, through the inventories of the tribal rents, we can disclose a part
of rents used to pay the customary fees to the local government. The
aforementioned points are the reasons of the decrease of the tribal rents.

Therefore, the amount of the tribal rents aren’t equal to the interest which
are the aborigines received, and the amount on the record of the tribal rents
can’t be regarded directly as the evidence of the existence of aborigine land

rights. In other words, the name of the tribal rents fell shorts of the reality.

Keywords: the aboriginal land rights, the Dan-Xin archives,
the rents of aboriginal tribes, tribal rents, rents
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