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Crime and Punishment
The Violent Punishment Done to the Landowners
and Gentries in Hunan during the Period of
Northern Expedition

Shih-ying Changr
Abstract

This paper has two parts. The first part looks at the punishment done to
the landowners and gentries of Hunan from the legal point of view. These
people were convicted not because they had a high social status, but because
they “resisted and hindered the farmers' revolution.” In other words, they
were tried politically. The second part of the paper discusses the methods and
processes of the trial in the farmers’ movement. Based on reliable sources,
there were at least 56 landowners and gentries killed in public gatherings in
public places. These gatherings include (1) celebration parties, (2) memorization
meetings, (3) protests and demonstrations, (4) others.

The Hunan agricultural revolution during the Northern Expedition period
witnessed the effect and power of mob violence. Young communists began to
realize the usefulness of this maneuver. To arouse the farmers to revolt
against the authorities was not an easy task, but to use the power of the people
for this purpose was certainly far easier than thought. In the later decades,
Chinese Communists put the same act on stage again and again to attain their
goal to control the public.

Key words: landowners and gentries, Northern Expedition,
Hunan, farmers’ movement, public trials

Assistant Researcher, Academia Historica
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