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A Study on the Chinese Independent Secondary

Schools in Malaya Areas

Ku Hung-ting
Abstract

The British colonial authorities did not consider the education of the Chinese
immigrants as their responsibility and thus adopted a laissez faire policy towards
the development of Chinese education in Malaya until 1920. The newly rising
Malay nationalism after the World War n, forced the colonial governments to
make compromise to the demands of the Malay people. The withdrawing British
not only granted the Malays special privileges, but also made the Malay language
as the official language. After the establishment of the Federation of Malaya in
1957, the new government under the Malays further pushed the English/Malay
bilingual policy to extreme. The Education Act of 1961 demanded the Chinese
secondary schools either to accept the government subsidies or be "independent."
As a government-subsidy secondary school, English would replace Chinese as the
instruction medium. As an independent secondary school, it would be excluded
from the formal education system of Malaya. The formation of the Federation of
Malaysia in 1963 further extended the Education Act of 1961 to East Malaysia.
This paper intends to make inquiry into the emergence and development of
Chinese independent secondary schools in the area of Malaya (Malaysia).
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