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The One China Policy of European  
Countries from 1949 to 1971 

Chih-chung Wu∗ 

Abstract 

The dispute of the lawful representation of China has never been closed 

since the establishment of the government of the People Republic of China on the 

October 1st, 1949. Comparing to those countries that have the same situation like 

Korea and Germany, the two China problems have not been solved but become 

more and more adversarial. At the beginning, the government of the Republic of 

China enjoys a much better international status comparing to the government of 

West Germany and South Korea. In the year of 1949, the government of the 

Republic of China was one of the five permanent members of the Security 

Council of the UN, but West Germany and South Korea were even not member of 

the UN. After sixty years, the government of Taipei lost the recognition of the 

majority of the countries of the world, but Germany and Korea become one of the 

most important states of the world. The reason that makes the government of 

Taipei losing its international status is the one China policy of the world. This 

article aims to study how the one China policy had been formulated in Europe 

before 1971 to try to understand the reason that made the failure of the diplomacy 

of the Republic of China.  
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