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The Construction of Faculty of
Engineering at Taihoku Imperial
University

Pi-ling Yeh

Abstract

During the fifteen-year war (1931-1945) in the Showa era, the Japanese
government demanded its engineering technicians to join force with the war-related
industries’ advanced industrial research and development. Therefore, the trend of
constructing engineering faculties in universities started to spread. The construction
of Faculty of Engineering at Taihoku Imperial University was the end of the
trend. In order to respond to the demand of the then current situation of Taiwan’s
industrialization, the development of “advanced technicians” and “developed
talents” was to become the first priority. Hence, in March, 1940, the Japanese
Government General of Taiwan decided to establish a Faculty of Engineering
Taihoku Imperial University to train engineering technicians. It especially asked
the Japanese government to authorize engineering scholars Niwa Shigeteru and
Kameyama Naoto to come to Taiwan to participate in the preparation of such a
Faculty of Engineering at Taihoku Imperial University. What’s more, it entrusted
Taiwan’s talents, by setting up “The Preparing Commission for the Faculty of
Engineering at Taihoku Imperial University” to discuss the basic policies. Finally,
it separately suggested the following eight points: (1) the subject categories; (2) the
number of students; (3) the sources of students; (4) the relationship between Faculty
of Engineering and Faculty of Science; (5) the problem of affiliated institutes;
(6) the easy way to recruit the professorial faculty of Faculty of Engineering; (7)
the chosen place of Faculty of Engineering; and (8) lectures, almost all of them
were built into the setting up project. The Faculty initially set up the four subjects

Associate Professor, Department of History, Fu Jen Catholic University and General
Education Center, Oriental Institute of Technology



2t B RS TR AR

of “mechanical engineering”, “electrical engineering”, “industrial chemistry”,
and “civil engineering”. When it was founded in 1928, the Taihoku Imperial
University didn’t have the preparatory course. Its main sources of admission were
from graduates of Taipei High School established in 1922. In order to broaden
the sources of admission and to raise students’ level of education, the University
established the preparatory courses since April, 1941. In addition to adjusting the
contents of Faculties, and with the establishment of the Faculty of Engineering,
there were then at the University the following five constituent Faculties of
Literature and Politics, Science, Agriculture, Medicine, and Engineering, which

made it a truly comprehensive university.

Keywords: Taihoku Imperial University, Faculty of Engineering ( TE) ,
fifteen-year war, National Taiwan University, College of Engineering
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