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George H. Kerr, Trusteeship, and the 228 Incident

Yao-chong Su”

Abstract

Most studies on the 228 Incident focus on the political, social, and economic problems
related to the incident from the viewpoint of national history. Rarely do they investigate it
from the viewpoint of foreign relations, and discuss its relationships with other nations. This
paper aims to look at the incident from Sino-American relationships, focusing on the impact
of trusteeship on the incident.

We have used a number of materials: published governmental documents, e.g., archives
at Academia Historica, archives at Taiwan Historica, A Compilation of Important Documents
of the Civil War Period, archives at the Second Archives Office of Nanking, personal
collections, American official secret archives, and George H. Kerr materials.

The theory of trusteeship can be traced back to the end of the war when the USA asked
Taiwan to help resist the Japanese. The theory was taken up again after the war by the general
public and the elites of the society. But before the 228 Incident, people believed that the Chen
Yi government would grant them regional autonomy. However, Chen Yi was too corrupted to
mean well, and forbad people to stay close to the American Consulate, leading to the Incident
of 228. Chen Yi asked the central government to send troops to quell the riots, and began to
take revenge on those with different views. As a result, many people, especially the elites,

were killed. Thus trusteeship became an excuse for Chen Yi to quell the riots.

Key words : Trusteeship, George H. Kerr, 228 Incident, The Office of Governor-General of

Taiwan, Taiwan Independent Movement

ES . . . . . .
Assistant Professor of Humanisties, Providence University
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