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The Establishment and the Operation of National
Defense Council (1933-1937)

Cheng-hua Wang"

Abstract

National Defense Council (NDC), established in 1933 and responsible for
Central Political Council (CPC) of the nationalist Kuomintang (KMT), was a
military command unifying the party, the government, and the military powers
against Japan before the Anti-Japan war. Because NDC was organized under
KMT, it emphasized its secrecy from the beginning of its establishment. Why
was there a need to set up such a council beyond CPC? How was it established?
How was it related to CPC? These are the questions this paper intends to
address.

This research mainly utilizes the data from the stenographic records of
CPC's meetings related to NDC and the archives on “The Regulations for
the Establishment of National Defense Council and the Nominations for its
Members~ to depict the organization and operation of NDC. This paper is
organized in three sections: (1) the establishment of NDC, (2) the operation of
NDC, (3) the reorganization of the NDC.

Key words: Chiang Kai-shek, Wang Chao-ming, National Defense Council,
Central Political Council, Yeh Chu-chang
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