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The Road Construction Business in Taiwan
During the Early Period of the Japanese Reign

Lung-pao Tsai’

Abstract

During the early period of the Japanese reign, the building of roads was
top priority because of the needs in military operations, in the circulation of
goods among different regions, and in the developments of administration. Af-
ter the Japanese took over Taiwan, it started an immediate survey into the de-
velopment of roads on the basis of military, administrative, and regional needs.
Road construction was initially a cooperation between the Aide-de -camp Of-
fice of the Army and the Interior Office of the Department of Civil Affairs.
Even during the Civil Period, such cooperation continued, with only a differ-
ence in labor division. It is also important to notice that the construction of re-
gional roads started early too. Under limited budget and resources, the local
governments made good use of local gentries and the general public. Even
town streets and bridges were soon built under the lead by these arduous peo-
ple voluntarily.

In a word, the road construction business during the early period of Japa-
nese reign developed quite smoothly with the cooperation between the military
forces, the Civil Affairs Department of the central government, and the local
people. Within three years after the Japanese took over Taiwan in 1897, a total
of 910 kilometers of roads was built by the military forces and the Construc-
tion Department, not taking into account that built by the general public. It was
a result out of military and administrative needs. However, as the roads were
built in a hurry, there were problems in terms of the site and the magnitude of
the road. And yet, these roads became nevertheless the foundation for later
road business to develop.

Key words : Early Japanese-ruled Period, Road, Investigation, Infra-
structure, Colony

" Ph.D. candidate of Department of History, National Taiwan Normal University; Academia

Sinica Fellowships for Doctoral Candidates in the Humanities and Social Sciences.
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