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A Murder by Diplomatic Operation:
The Case of Taiwan Independence
Activist Chen Zhixiong

Yao-tsung Su

Abstract

Chen Zhixiong (1916-1963), born in Pingtung, Taiwan, studied English and
Malay in Japan before the Pacific War and was sent to Southeast Asia during the
war as an interpreter of the Japanese army in Indonesia. He stayed there after the
war and by chance assisted in the independence of Indonesia. Later he became a
businessman and naturalized as an Indonesian citizen. In the spring of 1958, Chen
went to Japan for business. Because of his pro-Taiwanese Independent stance, Liao
Wenyi, the President of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Taiwan (in
exile), appointed him as the government’s special envoy to Southeast Asia. Upon re-
turning to Indonesia, Chen was suddenly arrested on the charge of being an “Ameri-
can spy” by the Indonesian government in June.

After one year in prison, Chen was expelled and became a stateless person. He
tried to enter Japan without a visa but was rejected by the Immigration Bureau of
Japan. As a result, he was exiled to Switzerland, where he obtained a refugee pass-
port. On August 16, 1959, Chen entered Japan again with a short-term visa. He was
arrested by the Immigration Bureau of Japan for overstaying his visa on December
3, 1959. Chen had a Swiss passport and was not a citizen of the Republic of Chi-
na (Taiwan). According to International Law, Japan could only deport him back to
Switzerland. However, due to the diplomatic maneuver of the Kuomintang (KMT)
government, the Japanese authorities ignored Chen’s wishes and handed him over to
Taiwan illegally. Initially, the KMT government released him on bail on December
30, 1959. But on January 22, 1962, the authorities arrested him again, accusing him
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of organizing a three-person rebellion group named Tongxinshe. On May 28, 1963,
Chen was executed.

Chen Zhixiong is widely regarded as a “martyr of the Taiwan independence
movement.” Among all the Taiwan independence activists sent back from Japan to
Taiwan, he was the only one executed by the KMT. Therefore, his tragic story and
heroic deeds are well known among the Taiwanese. Although those stories are mov-
ing, most of them are not factual.

This article tries to reconstruct Chen’s legendary life from an academic per-
spective through archival research. It also explores the issues of transitional justice
related to his case, and commemorates his sacrifice for the Taiwan Independence
Movement sixty years ago.

Keywords: White Terror, Transitional Justice, Taiwan Independence Movement,

Provisional Government of the Republic of Taiwan, Chen Zhixiong
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