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The Party-State in Daily Life:The Body
Discipline in “Singing National
Anthem” and the Democratization of
Taiwan

. . *
Hui-an Lin

Abstract

The “national anthem” is seen as a symbol of a country. The lyrics of the na-
tional anthem may reflect the country’s history, and the performance of “singing
national anthem” is an indication of the body discipline demanded in each country.
People in Taiwan are asked to “stand at attention” when singing the national an-
them. This bodily requirement originated in the German military training introduced
by Qing dynasty at the end of the 19th century, which was then reinforced by the
educational thoughts of military-training promoted by Chinese intellectuals in the
early 20th century. The “National Anthem of the Republic of China” is therefore a
product of the above developments and closely related to the history of the Kuo-
mintang (KMT) on the Mainland.

In 1949, the KMT came to Taiwan and brought with it both Military Education
and the Party-state System. The “National Anthem of the Republic of China” thus
was sung in that required manner by the people in Taiwan under the KMT’s author-
itarian rule. At that time, each place became a surveillance space, whether it was an
educational institution or an entertainment facility. People in Taiwan had to “stand
at attention” whenever they heard the national anthem.

As Taiwan transitions from authoritarianism to democracy, the debate on the
“National Anthem of the Republic of China” has emerged. People began to ques-
tion the legitimacy of the national anthem and resist “performing” for the national
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anthem through protests. These protests include rewriting the lyrics of the national
anthem and refusing to stand up while the national anthem is played.

The democratization of Taiwan has shaken one of the key foundations of the
KMT Party-state, i.e., its “national anthem.” Due to changes in Taiwan’s political
structure, the meaning behind the lyrics of the national anthem and the body disci-
pline associated with “singing national anthem” are no longer preordained. They
could be subjected to public scrutiny, debates and reforms.

Keywords: Singing the National Anthem, Party-State System, Militarized Body,
Party Education, National Anthem Before Movies
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