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Chasing the “Atomic Age”:
Postwar China’s Ambition and
Dilemma in the Development of

Military Technology, 1946-1949

Yu-shen Chen

Abstract

In the aftermath of the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945, a shaken

2

world entered a new era now known as the “Atomic Age.” Nations around the
globe mobilized their industrial might in accelerated research on atomic energy
or other related national defense science and technology. Even the Republic of
China, conventionally a weaker scientific and technological presence, tried to retain
Japanese scientists to set up research capabilities such as the Institute of Modern
Physics at Academia Sinica (or the Institute of Atomic Physics, the Institute of
Special Physics). Since 1946, the Republic of China had also established a unit
called J6 under the General Staff in the Ministry of National Defense, the National
Defense Science Committee (NDSC) of the Ministry of National Defense, and
other military institutions. Among them, J6 was responsible for the national
defense science and technology research and the development of related policies,
and NDSC was to serve as a platform for cooperation between the military,
government and academia institutions. These early establishment all listed the
study and development of the so-called “special physics,” i.e. atomic energy and
radar technology, as key objectives. While the research in atomic energy was halted
and paralyzed due to difficult circumstances in the Chinese Civil War, radar and
other ordnance projects continued, resulting in profound and positive impacts on
ROC’s military technology.

Military History Clerk, National Military Museum Preparatory Office, Ministry of
National Defense
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This article focuses on the planning and operations of the J6 and NDSC as
an example of postwar China’s response to the “Atomic Age,” the blueprint of
national defense construction that was constructed by the ROC government, and the
dilemma they had encountered in the late 1940s.

Keywords: Atomic Bomb, Atomic Energy, Radar, Military Technology
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