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Shih Hsi-hsun and the Taiwan
Cultural Association—Continuities
and Discontinuities in the “Cultural

Association Spirit” from Japanese
Colonial Period to Postwar Era

Jui-chiang Su’

Abstract

Shih Hsi-hsun was a physician, poet, local official, member of local assembly,
activist, and victim of political repression under the Japanese colonial rule as
well as in postwar Taiwan. In the Japanese colonial period, he joined the Taiwan
Cultural Association, actively took part in the Association for Advocating the
Establishment of Taiwanese Assembly, and was persecuted by the Japanese
authorities in the 1923 “Incident of Violating Security Police Law.” After the
break-up of the original Taiwan Cultural Association, Shih became a member of the
Left-Wing New Taiwan Cultural Association. He participated in the establishment
of the Taiwan Masses Times and other left-wing activities, and was involved in
rescuing left-wing activists. In the early postwar period, Shih became chairman of
the “Welcoming National Government Committee” in Changhua and the city’s first
acting mayor, and later prepared the organization of the Changhua City branch of
the Kuomintang and of the Three People’s Principles Youth Corps. His friendly
relationships with the KMT, however, soon ended. In the following years, he
became active in democratic movements that were opposed to the KMT. He ran
for Mayor of Changhua County four times and for Provincial Councilor once, all
unsuccessfully. In addition, his attempt to organize the Chinese Democratic Party

also failed. He was twice jailed by the KMT due to suspected involvement in
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activities advocating Taiwanese independence.

If Shih’s political and cultural activities and his experiences as a political
victim under the Japanese colonial rule represented a “Cultural Association Spirit,”
we may detect continuities as well as discontinuities in that spirit in the postwar
era. There were continuities in his fight for democracy, his courage to rebel against
authority, his manner of protest, and his use of the networks and connections of
former Association members. The most obvious difference between the Japanese
colonial period and postwar era, in Shih’s case, was the disappearance of left-wing
tendencies that he had displayed during the New Taiwan Cultural Association years.

Keywords: Shih Hsi-hsun, Taiwan Cultural Association, Democratic Movement,

Left-Wing Movement, Victim of Political Repression
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