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On the Siege of Changchun in 1948:
A Study Centered
the on Nationalists’ Campaign

Hao Xu"

Abstract

In 1948, Changchun had become the forefront of the Guomindang-Communist
struggle in Northeast China. The siege of Changchun by the Communist army
began in late May and ended in October, causing a large number of "unnatural”
civilian deaths. Previous studies often focused on the death toll or the ideological
disputes, and rarely discussed the campaign itself. This article intends to use
relevant archival materials at institutions such as Academia Historica in Taipei
and the Second Historical Archives of China in Nanjing, combined with memoirs
and oral histories, to investigate the military decisions and responses made by
the Nationalist’s Government (i.e., the government of Republic of China after the
enactment of the Constitution) during the Changchun Siege in 1948.

This article argues that the reason Changchun was left alone on the defense
line in the Northeast was closely related to strategic mistakes made by high-
level Guomindang officials. Before the fall of Dafangshen Airport in late May,
Changchun had already suffered not only a shortage of food and arms, but also
major deficiencies in its defense. At the beginning of the siege, the Nationalist
army in Changchun still was able to obtain supplies through limited airdrops
and smugglings from outside the city, but as the Communist army tightened its
encirclement daily, the materials flowing into the city became increasingly scarce.
Although the Nationalists, in an attempt to extract the limited food resources in
the city, adopted measures such as promulgating wartime food control measures,

* Ph. D. Student, Department of History, Fudan University
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issuing large promissory notes and evacuating the people from the city, they
were unable to make military breakthroughs in the campaign and thus ultimately
failed to fundamentally solve the problems of provision. With the surrender of
First Regiment’s commander Zheng Dongguo to the People's Liberation Army on
October 21, the Changchun campaign that had lasted for nearly half a year ended in
the government’s disastrous defeat.

Keywords: Changchun, Chinese Civil War, Nationalist Government, Zheng Dongguo,
Chiang Kai-shek
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