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Foreign Language Education and Elites:
Foreign language courses in Advanced Education
under the Japanese occupation

Li-ling Cheng’
Abstract

The difference between modern advanced education and general education is the
emphasis on the study of more profound professional knowledge, which the majority is
usually written in some distinctive Western country’s language before it is introduced
into our country. Therefore, while non-Western countries strive for modernization,'they
also focus on the potential of foreign languages indigenous to these countries. The
following content focused on the effect of the earliest foreign language courses and
students learning conditions in the modern Taiwan advanced education system under the
influence of the Japanese occupation. During the Japanese colonial period, Taiwan’s
foreign language courses in Higher Schools (university preparatory) and Taihoku
Imperial University -- the peak of the higher education system, were all highly respected.
Since this ideal education system was created to train the highest class of imperial
intellectuals, they had to attain the knowledge of at least two different foreign languages.
They not only had to utilize these languages as tools, acquire top knowledge of the
foreign countries, and research diverse theories and techniques, but also had to cultivate a
broad view of knowledge from these foreign languages, and become new elites to
support the country’s development. The was a phenomenon that college’s foreign
language courses targeting on practicality of the knowledge rather than learning the
country of origin demonstrated that the goals of these schools were set on “applying the
knowledge” and not on “researching and developing the knowledge”. After World War
II, Germany was defeated and this announced the end of their academic era. Thus,
America’s (English) hegemony in the academic world became more stabilized. The

greatest feature of Taiwan’s higher education during the Japanese Colonial Period was its

Associate Professor, General Education Center, National Taipei University of Technolog ‘
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emphasis on learning the knowledge of two foreign languages. And the reason behind
this came from the Japanese Meiji Restoration’s ideal of nurturing high-class

intellectuals.

Key words: First foreign language, Second foreign language, Taihoku
Imperial University, College, Higher school and university
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