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An Exploration into the Banning of
Non-Nationalist Political Magazines of
Talwan in Late Early 1980s

Ching-fen Lin
Abstract

In the 1980s, the laws related to the publication of magazines and freedom of
speech were the Constitution, the Martial Law; the Publication Law, and The Regulations
on Publishing during the Period in which the Martial Law is enforced in Taiwan, and the
institutions responsible for the regulation of publications were Government Information
Office, Head Office of Garrison Command, and Provincial and City Governments.

There were many reasons for the non-Nationalist magazines to emerge. For one
thing, they were less expensive to publish. For another, they were more flexible, more
adaptabl e to varying screening measures. Furthermore, the physical features of the
magazines, e.g., the protective covers and durabl e paper, enabled them to circulate
among the underground readers. Besides, the political situati ons of the 1980s made it
possible for the magazines to be the only mass medium in publicizing the opposing
political views. As the National Government then prohibited the issuance of new
newspapers, and as newspapers were often restrained in phrasing opposing ideas, the
magazines became the only means for those who wished to express something different
from the Nationalist Party. Although to run a magazine of the kind was not without
difficulties, it was not impossible. Besides, it had more freedom on speech without being
directly interfered by the government.

The mass media in Taiwan had long been strictly monitored by the Nationalist
(kuomintang) Party as well as rigorous laws. The authority used the laws to sanction
improper publications. The media must follow the Party’ s rules in deciding their contents
and other activities. By 1988, the publication of newspapers was largely restricted, but
the issuance of weekly and monthly magazines began to popularize among the opposing
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parties. They became the major means for the opposing parties to express their opinions
as well as for making a living. They daringly broke the rules and seriously attacked the
privacies of political celebrities. The freedom of speech demonstrated by those
magazines often transgressed the limits set by the National Government, and as a result
were often banned or confiscated.

In the early 1980s, the National Government had many reasons for banning or
confiscating the magazines, but they were seldom known by the public. Besides, there
were no standards for the banning. This was considered as a form of “suppressing the
freedom of speech,” and had thus damaged the image of the nation.

Key words. non-Nationalist Political Magazines, the Martial Law, Freedom of
Speech, the Banning of Publications, Head Office of Garrison

Command
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