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The Communication Construction Facilitated
by the Boxer Indemnity before and after the
outbreak of Sino-Japanese War

Hsiu-huan Chou

Abstract

The communi cation construction before and after the outbreak of Sino-Japanese
War by the National Government of Nanking was extremely difficult. During 1928-1936,
the National Government experienced a yearly deficit of 1.7 billion, 20.7% of nationa
expenditure. Under such circumstances, in order to boost national congruction the
National Government could not but issue bonds by means of the Boxer Indemnity, and
urged local governments and people to raise funds otherwise.

Thus, the Boxer Indemnity reimbursed by the British Government was one of the
important resources for the National Government to embark on communication
construction. The return of the Boxer Indemnity was officially agreed by the two parties
on the 19" and 22™ of September 1930, and adopted by the British Congress after three
readings and later approved by the Queen. Two-thirds of the Boxer Indemnity was
supposed to be returned, an amount about 7,457,698 |bs. The money was alotted to the
construction of railroads, maritime communications, and telecommunications.

The purpose of this paper was to study the use and the distribution of the indemnity,
its contribution to the development of communication of the time, its impacts on the anti-
Japanese War, and itsinfluences on the nation’s strength.

Key WOrds: the Boxer Indemnity, the Kwangtung-Hanko Railroad, the Capital
Ferry, Sun Ko, Ling Hung-hsun

Researcher, Academia Historica
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