1896-1936

1936

1896-1936

85



86

A Study of the Policy of Freight Rates on
National Railroadsin Taiwan under the
Japanese-ruled Period of 1896-1936

Lung-pao Tsai’
Abstract

During the Japanese-ruled period, railroad construction enabled Taiwan to modern-
ize herself. The General Governor of Taiwan used the railroad to control the colony, to
explore regional recourses, to devdop industries, and to carry out pdlicies of different
kinds on the island. In order to understand the development of the railroads and the colo-
nial policies of the General Governor of Taiwan, it is necessary to investigate how the
railroads were constructed, how the constructing engineering was improved, and how the
personnel system was put into effect. It is also necessary to look into the establishment
and impact of the policy of freight rates. Railroad construction naturally brought about
social, economic, and cultural developments. More importantly, however, a proper sys-
tem of freight rates would decide if the expected effects would result.

This paper explores the policy of freight rates of the railroad in Taiwan by 1936,
compares it with the Japanese system, and discusses how it affected its own operation
and the devel opment of industriesin Taiwan.

Key words. Japanese-ruled Period, Ralroad, The Policy of Freight Rates,
Industries, Colony
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