—1945 1949 209

—1945 1949

1949



210

Taiwan's Publications in the Postwar Years
—1945-1949

Sheng-chi Tsal’
Abstract

This paper explored the publications in Taiwan immediately after World War
[I-from August 1945 when Taiwan departed from Japanese colonia rule to May 1949
when the Martial Law was enforced. As Taiwan left the Japanese colonial rule for a new
political situation, its publications also assumed a new character. This paper started with
a general description of the publications in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial rule in
order to contrast the differences between pre-and post-war eras. Then it analyzed the
cultural, economical, and palitical factors contributing to the new circumtance for
publications during the beginning of postwar years. Culturally, there was a change in the
spoken and written language. Economically, it was a hard time for publishers due to the
economic recesson then. Pdlitically, the traumas brought by the 228 Incident drove
intellectuals to stay away from sensitive political issues. This was a time when Taiwan
experienced alack of publications and became a“cultural desert”.

The publications of the new era were mostly of the propaganda type produced by
the National Government. The Government had controled over the printing business, and
had produced a large number of textbooks in Chinese. On the other hand, the public was
provided with plenty of books symbolizing the totems of the national flag, the national
anthem, and The Three Principles of People. These publications became the medium for
the general public to identify themselves with the new government and the new ethnic
group. During this period, the publication of books in Japanese was redricted. As a
result, the publishing of Chinese-Japanese books made up for the situation.

After 1949 when the National Government moved to Taiwan, not only the political
situation changed drastically but also population structure differed greatly. To meet the
new situations, publications after the 1949 underwent a rather new. While they were a
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result of the social change, they also affected the society in development general.

Key words: History of Publication, Publishing Business, Government
Publications, Textbooks, Trandlations
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