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Chiang Kai-shek and Disputes between
the Princelings Clique and the Elders
Clique in the Guomindang, 1923-1924

Yi-cong Peng’

Abstract

In 1923, in order to raise funds for his war against Chen Jiongming, Sun Yat-
sen appointed a group of businessmen led by Yang Xiyan, who were recommended
by Sun Fo, to important positions in the Guangdong provincial government. The
move was opposed by Hu Hanmin and other old guards in the Guomindang (KMT).
This dispute led to the forming a clique of party elders led by Hu Hanmin and a
clique of princelings led by Sun Fo. The two factions struggled frequently for
influence and interests. From the very beginning Chiang Kai-shek was inclined
to support the party elders. In February 1924, Chiang resigned as Chairman of
the Preparatory Committee of the Whampoa Military Academy and returned
to his hometown Fenghua on the grounds that Yang Xiyan would not provide
funds for the academy. Subsequently, Chiang corresponded frequently with some
senior KMT members who advised him to resume his post. He proposed to Liao
Zhongkai and Sun Yat-sen the conditions for his return, namely to dismiss Yang
Xiyan, admonish Sun Fo, and appoint Hu Hanmin and Xu Chungzhi as civil and
military leaders, respectively, in Guangdong. Only after Sun Yat-sen agreed to
these demands to a certain extent did Chiang return to Guangdong and resume his
post. From then on, the power of the party elders in Guangdong was consolidated,
and Chiang was given a secure environment for his own political future, laying the
foundation for building up personal military power.

*

Ph. D. Student, Department of History, Sun Yat-sen University (Guangzhou)
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