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Marriage Recognition and
Naturalization of Japanese Women in
Early Post-war Taiwan: Focusing on
Wives of Colonial Taiwanese Men

Han-yi Liu"

Abstract

After the end of the Second World War, the Republic of China, as one of
the victorious powers, took over Taiwan and initiated the process of repatriation
of Japanese residents on the island. For Japanese residents in Taiwan, the end
of the war meant that the place where they had long lived suddenly turned from
“domestic” to “foreign,” and many thus faced the prospect of forced repatriation.
Yet there was a group of Japanese who, at the end of the war, were able to remain
in Taiwan in accordance with the law and, together with Taiwanese, experienced a
transformation in their legal status. These were Japanese women who had married
local men in colonial Taiwan. Most of these women had married Taiwanese men
before 1945, and were suddenly confronted with the problem that their former
“intra-imperial” marriages had become “transnational” unions. In the documents
of the Taiwan Provincial Administrative Office, they were labeled as “Japanese
women’ married to “Chinese men.”

These marriages were in fact the outcome of prewar “imperialized” patterns
of population movement. After the collapse of the Japanese Empire, how did the
Republic of China reorganize these existing regimes of population movement and
handle the marital status of Japanese women left behind in this former colony?
Focusing on the Japanese wives of Taiwanese men, this article draws on official

archival materials to trace how, in the early postwar period, the Republic of China
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Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History, National Taiwan University
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determined the validity of these marriages and subsequently permitted these women
to acquire ROC nationality. In doing so, it exemplifies the manner in which the
imperialized flows of people were re-incorporated into the postwar decolonizing
order of Taiwan.

Keywords: Marriage, Nationality, Naturalization, Repatriation, Decolonization,

Japanese wives in Taiwan
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