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The Formation of the Chinese Navy's
"From Sea into Yangtze River"
Strategy During the War of Resistance
Against Japan: A Discussion Centered
on the Yangtze River Defense

Tien-yu Shen®

Abstract

Military build-up and combat training are fundamentally geared toward
national defense—a continuous preparation to meet the demands of future warfare.
National defense itself is the culmination of these efforts. It is never a static goal,
but a dynamic state of adaptability and readiness. Regardless of when Chiang Kai-
shek truly solidified his resolve to resist Japan, China's pre-war naval doctrine
remained focused on sea control: wherever Japanese vessels posed a threat, the
Chinese Navy would engage. During the six years from the September 18th
Incident to the Battle of Shanghai (the August 13th Incident), China’s national
defense was in a stage of intensive military reorganization and strengthening. The
outbreak of hostilities in Shanghai was, in essence, a direct test of both nations'
prior preparations and overall combat readiness. Starting on August 13th, 1937, as
China’s army and air force launched aggressive offensives in Shanghai, the navy
took a different path—withdrawing into the Yangtze River and scuttling ships at
Jiangyin to create a blockade, a move of passive defense. If the original intent of
the Chinese Navy was not to fight within the Yangtze, how do we understand the
strategic choice of moving "from the sea into the river"? This article focuses on the

defense of the Yangtze and explores the factors that shaped this unusual yet decisive
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strategic shift.
Keywords: Yangtze River Defense, The Jiangyin Blockade, The Submarine Mine

School, Withdrawing from Sea and entering the Yangtze River, Naval

mines
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