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Aboriginal Land Rent, Land Rights
Relations, and Local Society in the
Patauw She during the Qing Dynasty

Yin-yi Cheng"

Abstract

This paper takes the indigenous Patauw She community during the Qing
Dynasty as a case study, utilizing historical materials such as contract documents
and Qing gazetteers to analyze the influence of state institutions and ecological
environment in shaping aboriginal land rent and land rights. This research indicates
that since the 18th century, under the protection of the official system, the Patauw
She exhibited vastly different rent grain yields in three distinct geographical
environments: wetlands, plains, and foothill tablelands. In the 23th year of the
Qianlong reign, the Patauw She began to establish "Aboriginal Proprietor"(fan yeh
hu) to secure control over wetland land rights, while also "creating" higher rent
grain income.

After this system was abolished in the 33rd year of the Qianlong reign, the
land rights relations between ethnic groups returned to a customary state where
rent amounts were heavily influenced by environmental advantages, causing the
indigenous community to collect only meager land rent in the foothill regions
or on newly reclaimed (pu) land with poor productivity. This also prevented
the indigenous community from sharing the economic benefits brought by the
development of mountain forest resources in the Datun Mountain area since the
19th century. Meanwhile, in the mid-19th century, due to the Aboriginal Proprietor's
arrears in public funds, the Patauw She began borrowing from Han people through
the division of large rents and through "sales disguised as pledges," leading to
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a massive loss of "aborigine large-rents" (fan ta tsu) by the late Qing period.
Conversely, the "aborigine small-rents"(fan hsiao tsu) formed by the privatization
of indigenous community land were continued and preserved into the Japanese
colonial period.

In conclusion, the creation of land rights interests in the Patauw She was
correlated with state institutions. The original reclamation-tenant relationship
between the indigenous and Han peoples, akin in nature to "Han large rent," was in
fact shaped by the interaction between state systems and the environment, resulting

in regional variations of rent income.

Keywords: Patauw, Aboriginal Land Rent (fan tsu), Wetland Land Rights, Aboriginal
Proprietor (fan yeh hu)
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