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Japan’s Reparations Material for
China and Its Post-War Economic
Reconstruction Policy: A Case Study of
Central Shipbuilding Company

Mingli Hsiao™

Abstract

After the Pacific War, under the resolution of the Potsdam Declaration,
Japan would conduct exaction of its own industrial equipment as reparations
for the Allies. The Nationalist Government of Republic of China also created a
“Reparation Program of China from Japan”, making preparations for the handover
of Japan’s industrial facilities to China for the development of China’s heavy
industries. Due to the need for developing China’s maritime industry in the
postwar era, the National Resources Commission (NRC) was planning to take
Japan’s shipbuilding facilities that had survived the war and use them to develop a
shipbuilding industry in China. Accordingly, the NRC was organizing a “Central
Shipbuilding Company” in Shanghai in 1946. However, Japan’s reparation policy
for the Allies was greatly reduced due to the emergence of the Cold War. In 1948,
moreover, the Nationalist Government began to lose the Chinese Civil War. It
was forced to give up almost of all of its industrial plans related to the reparation
materials. In the end, the Nationalist Government received only 60,000 tons of
reparation materials, which were transported to Taiwan from late 1948 to 1950. The

Central Shipbuilding Company also quietly folded.

Keywords: reparation, shipbuilding industry, National Resources Commission
(NRC), Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers (SCAP)/ General
Headquarters (GHQ), Central Shipbuilding Company

Adjunct Lecturer, Musashino University, Japan; Adjunct Lecturer, Tokyo Metropolitan
College of Industrial Technology, Japan
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