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New Forces for the Counterattack:
Drafting of Reserves and Establishment
of Preparatory Divisions after the
Relocation of the R.O.C. to Taiwan,
1950-1956

Hung-shien Chen’

Abstract

In the early years following the ROC’s relocation to Taiwan, its armed forces
consisted mainly of officers and soldiers retreated from the Mainland. A shortage
of military personnel was first solved by temporary replenishments and recruit
training conducted by individual troops. At the time, there were in the Taiwan
area a great many men of conscription age, whose number exceeded that of the
needed reserves for the active forces. These men could become an invaluable
source for manpower if enlisted and trained. Yet much of the budget for training
was unavailable in a weak, impoverished government lacking financial resources.
The ROC also lacked the mobilization mechanism that could establish a reserve
system and carry out follow-up education of new recruits. Making up a standing
force thus proved to be an uphill task. To turn new recruits and reserve soldiers
into sustainable troops, the 4th Army, along with the 2nd, 4th, 5th and 6th Officer
Combat Groups, encountered numerous challenges. Finally, supported by aids
from the United States, these units were combined into the Army Reserve Forces
Training Command and nine preparatory divisions in August 1955. The existing
training groups and battalions under various division and battalion commands were
then reorganized into nine additional army recruit training groups. These crucial

developments — implementing a mobilization mechanism, recruitment and training

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Fu Jen Catholic University and Oriental Institute of
Technology
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of reserve soldiers, and the establishment of preparatory divisions — strengthened
the ROC’s military for a possible counterattack against the Mainland and for the
defense of Taiwan.

Keywords: “Baituan” (Japanese military advisers), Renaissance Province,

Mobilization, Reserve soldier, Preparatory Division
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