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Gu Shunzhang's Defection and the
Development of Central Bureau of
Investigation and Statistics (CBIS)

Wei-jie Lin’

Abstract

Shortly before and after the Fourth Plenary Session of the Sixth Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in 1931, there was a serious
dispute in the party over the correct “revolutionary line.” Many CCP members
had different interpretations of approaches to revolution, and those who disagreed
with the leadership were accused of being disloyal to the party. As a result, a large
number of Communists surrendered themselves to the Kuomintang (KMT) and
became active anti-Communists. Among them, the defection of Gu Shunzhang
posed an enormous threat to CCP. Gu Shunzhang, who possessed remarkable
skills and knowledge of clandestine work, was the person in charge of the CCP’s
Special Operation Department at the time. The purpose of this article is to analyze
the various factors that caused Gu Shunzhang's “betrayal” and “conversion” and
to explore how he subsequently helped establish and improve the secret service
agency CBIS for the KMT. What contribution did these defected Communists
make to the development of CBIS? Did the KMT accept them wholeheartedly?
Facing attacks from CBIS, how did the CCP fight back? How did the CCP punish
these “traitors” and reunite the party? Furthermore, as Gu Shunzhang was such a
prominent figure with many students and friends in both parties, why did his life
end so tragically? Due to the uniqu nature of secret service, few credible sources
have been available for an academic study of the underground struggle between
KMT and CCP. After the KMT moved to Taiwan, CBIS was reorganized into the
Investigation Bureau under the Ministry of Justice, which still holds documents
related to the Gu Shunzhang Affair in its archives. Using these materials, this article
hopes to restore this important episode in history.
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