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The Republic of China’s Changes of
Policy towards Overseas Community
Aftairs in Japan before and after Its
Breaking off Diplomatic Relations with

Japan in 1972

En-mei Wang

Abstract

The international status of the Republic of China (ROC) had undergone
dramatic changes during the early 1970°s. After its withdrawal from the United
Nations, the government of the ROC was faced an even direr crisis: its breaking
off of diplomatic relations with Japan in 1972. After WWII, the division between
the pro-ROC and the pro-PRC overseas Chinese in Japan had put the ROC in
competition with the “Communist China” with respect to overseas Chinese affairs.
Due to the Sino-Japanese Peace Treaty, the ROC government had obtained legal
status in Japan and initially an advantageous position in the promotion of its
overseas Chinese affairs there. However, the severance of diplomatic relations
between the Republic of China and Japan brought a major setback for the ROC’s
overseas Chinese affairs, causing the situation to be no longer in favor of the
government.

It was during the period of its breaking off the diplomatic relations with Japan
that the ROC’s policy towards overseas Chinese affairs underwent some most
drastic changes. The ROC government was forced to explore new directions while
responding to the impact of this break on the overseas Chinese community. By
focusing on the period before and after the ROC’s break of diplomatic relations
with Japan in the 1970’s, the present study looks into how the ROC’s withdrawal
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from the United Nations and its break with Japan afterwards impacted the pro-
ROC overseas Chinese community and how the government of ROC responded
to the changes accordingly. Taking the archives available from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the ROC as reference point, this paper will explain how the
government responded to its break with Japan in the policy of overseas community
affairs in the country. It is believed that with observation from different periods
in comparison, the government of the ROC’s changes of responses can be clearly
revealed. In brief, this paper is mainly written in terms of three perspectives: (1)
the change of international circumstances before the ROC’s withdrawal from the
United Nations; (2) the ROC’s withdrawal from the United Nations before the
ROC’s break of diplomatic relations with Japan; and (3) after the ROC’s break of
diplomatic relations with Japan and the establishment of the Association of East

Asian Relations.

Keywords: overseas Chinese in Japan, Republic of China’s withdrawal from
the UN, broke off diplomatic relations between ROC and Japan,
normalization of Japan-China relations, Association of East Asian

Relations
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