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Chiang Ching-kuo and Hu Shi:
Encounters between One-Party
Dictatorship and Liberal Democracy
Prior to the Political Transformation of
the Republic of China in Taiwan

Max K. W. Huang*

Abstract

Chiang Ching-kuo was born in 1910 and studied in Russia, while Hu Shi
was born in 1891 and studied in the United States. They belonged to different
generations. Chiang Ching-kuo was responsible for Taiwan's intelligence work
for a long time and thus stressed the safety and security of the public. In ideology,
he advocated the Soviet-style “one-party dictatorship” untill his final years. Hu
Shi, on the other hand, spent his life upholding the value of individual freedom
and promoting American-style liberal democracy. He was a reknown scholar and
representative figure of modern Chinese liberalism. This article examines the
interactions between the two men from 1949 to 1962 using historical sources such
as journals, newspapers, and government records. On the surface, Chiang Ching-
kuo was instructed by his father to treat Hu Shi with the courtesy reserved of an
elder. In his diary, however, he shared his father's criticism of Hu, describing him

29 ¢ EEINA3 EEINT3

as of “politician style,” “arrogant,” “dishonorable and lowly,” “reactionary,” “anti-
government,” and so on. He also used the Young Warrior Daily to attack Hu Shi
publicly in order to maintain thought control in the military. This contradiction
reflected the fact that the Chiangs hated Hu Shi yet needed to court him. Similarly,

they needed the support of the United States but had a strong aversion to American-

Distinguished research fellow, Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica
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style democracy. In the process of these interactions Chiang Ching-kuo gradually
came under the influence of liberal and democratic ideas, and his “outward
performance” gradually eroded his “inner beliefs.” This process can also be
described as the Chiangs' “play-acting at democracy” evolving into a genuine
effort to become one against the background of the U.S.-Soviet Cold War. Long
after Hu Shi’s death, the Republic of China under Chiang Ching-kuo's leadership
adopted economic reform and democratization, eventually leading to a political
transformation that realized Hu’s life-long ideal.

Key words: Chiang Kai-shek, Chiang Ching-kuo, Hu Shi, democratization, Young
Warrior Daily
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The Defense Ministry office Ching-kuo heads is a combination un-
Chinese Activities Committee and political commissar’s training ground.
That makes him a sort of Chinese Senator McCarthy, only with more
power and fewer checks on it. It should be added that Ching-kuo doesn’t
use the blunt instruments McCarthy uses, however.
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He’s more of a rapier man. Ching-kuo’s newspapers recently attacked
the eminent Dr. Hu Shih, educator, philosopher and historian, for saying
some government methods on Formosa were too close to the Communist
way of doing things. Ching-kuo admits to using authoritarianism but says
it is necessary until the nation’s freedom has been regained, i.e. until the
Communists have been driven from power on the mainland.
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The younger Chiang went to Russia when he was 16 “to learn more about
revolutionary ideas,” as he told his father at the time. He was a cadet
in the Leningrad military academy, but in two years was kicked out for
anti-Stalinist tendencies. After a seven-year stint in Soviet forced-labor
camps, he came out a real anti-Communist, married to a Russian girl.
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A Princeton University Professor, Dr. Hu shih, who recently returned
to the United States after attending the National Assembly here, drew a
kinder picture. Chiang Ching-kuo, he said, is the “McCarthy of Asia”—in
short, a man who feels that the results outweigh idle talk of “method.”
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8 Earl H. Voss ,“Far East Leadership: Government by Committee Likely to Follow Chiang
Kai-shek,”Evening Star, April 4, 1954, Page A-31. Chronicling America: Historic American
Newspapers. Lib. of Congress, accessed November 14, 2022, https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
lcen/sn83045462/1954-04-04/ed-1/seq-31/.
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