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The Establishment, Operation, and
Transformation of Datun National
Park, 1934-1945

Jia-lun Chang’

Abstract

Influenced by Japan’s Meiji-era discourse on landscapes, which emphasized
the majestic and grandiose qualities of mountains, the Governor-General’s Office
of Taiwan faced considerable challenges when designating the Datun Mountain
Range as a national park. Compared with the more favorably regarded Alishan and
Taroko, which feature spectacular and striking landscapes, the Datun Mountain
Range was deemed “weak” by experts because of its conical peaks and association
with feminine imagery. Nevertheless, the Datun National Park was officially
established in 1937 under the strong-handed leadership of the Governor-General
and with the support of the Datun National Park Association. At this time, Taiwan
had already entered a wartime regime, and the Bureau of Internal Affairs reaffirmed
that the primary and secondary missions of national parks were to “enhance
national physical fitness” and “foster a robust national spirit,” respectively. Against
this backdrop, the Datun National Park, originally intended for tourism, also came
to serve the purpose of physical and mental training of the populace. However,
starting in 1941, the intensifying war effort prompted Japan to gradually transform
its national parks into “citizen training grounds” dedicated entirely to the physical
and mental conditioning of its people. A similar trend emerged in the operation of
Datun National Park. Its tourist functions had gradually diminished, and a renewed
enthusiasm for mountaineering emerged due to the influence of the “Taipei as
Island Capital” Plan and to new institutional hiking initiatives within the park. By
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1943, Japan had extended the concept of “citizen training grounds” to Taiwan, and
Taiwanese national parks were incorporated into Japan’s national land planning
framework as “welfare green spaces.” In response to this national land plan, the
Governor-General’s Office of Taiwan designated the Datun National Park as a
“welfare green space” for the Taipei metropolitan area. However, as the war drew to
a close and the park increasingly became a strategic military zone, implementation

of even the “welfare green space” plan was unfeasible.

Keywords: Datun National Park, Datun National Park Association, Tourism,

Accessibility, Citizen Training Grounds
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