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The Aboriginal “Boundaries”
Recognized by Taiwan Officials and the
Evolution of Aborigine Classifications
in the Qing Dynasty

Yin-yi Cheng’

Abstract

This study explores the correlation between the aboriginal boundaries
recognized by Taiwan officials in the Qing Dynasty and the changes in taxonomy
of Taiwanese aborigines over time. It points out the duality of aborigine
classifications by local officials during the reign of Qianlong. As a result of the
tax administration during the reigns of Kangxi and Yongzheng, the concept of
“Sheng Fan/raw aborigines, Hua Fan/naturalized raw aborigines, and Shu Fan/
cooked aborigines” was born, later passed down and stabilized. In the meantime,
based on a recognition of aboriginal boundaries, the categories “cooked aborigines
within bounds” and “raw aborigines beyond bounds” were also formed. The latter,
with the aboriginal territories established on the basis of entity and spatiality in the
Qianlong period, set the distinction between “inside” and “outside,” enhancing the
connection between geographical space and the identity of Taiwanese aborigines.
Both classifications had taken root as the Qing administration strived to maintain
state rule on the island, and hence led to a reluctance to see the “flow,” or change, in
the aborigine identity.

In the early 19th century, to expand state territory, officials reinstituted
mechanisms for the conversion of aboriginal categories, which in turn resulted in
looser classifications. During this period, officials began to view the aboriginal

boundary as a conceptual, origin-and-identity-based idea, designating the area
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close to where raw aborigines resided as the aboriginal territory (the raw aboriginal
boundary). Therefore, local officials reckoned that, with the shift in the identity
of raw aborigines, the “nominal” aboriginal boundary could be pushed further east
and the “conceptual” restriction of the Qing administration could thus be broken.
Later, in the second half of the 19th century, the reform of aboriginal affairs led by
officials such as Shen Baozhen targeted “raw aborigines” living in the mountain

regions. The once clear-cut classifications of aborigines eventually became blurry.

Keywords: aboriginal boundary, raw aboriginal boundary, aborigine

classification, raw/uncivilized and cooked/civilized aborigines
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