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CHNERB MY TR AR R (1981-1984)

Democratic Dialogues between
Tang-wai Provincial Legislators and
Provincial Chairman Lee Teng-hui,

1981-1984

Jui-chiang Su®

Abstract

This article aims to explore the democratic dialogues conducted at the
Provincial Assembly’s questioning sessions between Tang-wai (non-KMT
opposition) provincial legislators and Provincial Chairman Lee Teng-hui from 1981
to 1984. There were four principal subjects in these dialogues. The first centered on
local autonomy, including the formulation of the “Provincial and County Autonomy
Regulations” and the election of provincial governor. The second covered the
electoral system and electoral practices, including comprehensive parliamentary
elections, the election system for the Control Yuan members, the selection system
of central legislators representing ROC expatriates, and general reflections on
the deteriorating electoral environment. The third related to basic human rights,
including personal freedom (such as the “Punishments for Breaching Police
Regulations,” torture, and amendments to Article 27 of the “Criminal Procedure
Law”), freedom of speech (such as the censorship of Tang-wai publications), and
freedom of association (such as the ban on political parties). The fourth concerned
specific political cases at the time, including the Yu Teng-fa case, the Formosa
Magazine Incident, the murder of the Lin family, the torture of Yang Chin-hai, and
the New Testament Church’s Mount Zion incident.

Associate Professor, Graduate School of Taiwanese Culture, National Taipei University
of Education
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These dialogues took place in the wake of the Formosa Magazine Incident, the
murder of the Lin family and the killing of Chen Wen-cheng, amidst an atmosphere
of political suppression and fear. With parliamentary elections not being fully
implemented, these Tang-wai provincial legislators represented a glimmer of
hope for the continuation of democratic ideals in Taiwan. They often used joint
questioning as means to take turns in challenging the government, and these
sessions often became highlights of those sessions.

As for Lee Teng-hui, at times he maintained a rational attitude and accepted
reasonable suggestions put forth by Tang-wai legislators, but he also displayed
an unwavering commitment to the principles of the KMT party-state. However,
as he gradually solidified his power in later years, he would abandon those party-
state principles one by one, eventually earning the title of “Mr. Democracy”
by pushing for political reform in Taiwan. What prompted this transformation?
Was it a gradual awakening influenced by the circumstances, evolving in a
linear progression from conservatism to progressivism? Or did he already hold
progressive values at a young age, hide them during his middle years due to
political constraints, and then seize the opportunity at his old age to achieve
unfulfilled dreams, undergoing a dialectical process of becoming “the self that
was not me?” These questions will remain for future generations to contemplate.
Further explorations of the early life and experiences of Lee Teng-hui may
contribute to a better understanding of his changes and continuities.

Keywords:Tangwai, provincial legislators, Lee Teng-hui, Provincial Chairman,

democracy
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