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A Political Tug of War in the Context of
East Asian Cold War:
The Establishment of Japanese
Consulate-General in Kaohsiung

Tien-hao Jen*

Abstract

Establishing a consulate is commonplace between two countries with existing
diplomatic relations. The Kuomintang regime in Taipei, known as the government
of the “Republic of China,” had maintained considerably close official ties with
Japan before 1972. Accepting Japanese request for establishing a consulate in
Kaohsiung, therefore, was supposed to be reasonable. However, the proposal by
Japan of appointing a consulate-general to Kaohsiung had been constantly ignored
by Taipei between 1960 and 1966. Taipei’s attitude remained unchanged despite
increasingly disadvantageous international political and economic situations in those
years, especially as Japan moved to have a closer relationship with Beijing day by
day. Such a stubborn position seemed unwise and deserves a careful examination.
The present study discusses the details of this issue, using materials found at the
archives of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs in both Taiwan and Japan, and tries to
explore the perceptions of the Kuomintang regime in Taiwan and of the Japanese
government (especially the former) during the East Asian Cold War. This article
suggests that a major reason Japan’s effort at maintaining “Equidistant Diplomacy”
between Taipei and Beijing failed may be found in the actions and attitudes of the
Kuomintang regime. Although this is a minor diplomatic case at the consulate level,
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the findings of this research shed lights on the overall history of Taiwan-Japan
relations, thus enriching the field of Taiwan Studies.

Keywords :Taiwan-Japan Relations, Japanese Consulate-General in Kaohsiung,

Cold War in East Asia, Kuomintang, Diplomatic Mission
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