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Surveillance of Political Dissidents by
Taiwan’s Intelligence Agencies: A Study
of the Lin Yi-hsiung File, 1977-1993

Li-chu Hsiao"

Abstract

During Taiwan’s martial law era, the intelligence agencies closely monitored
the populace under the pretext of maintaining public order, so as to effectively
control society and uphold the ruling regime. Using the file on Lin Yi-hsiung as an
example, this article explores the surveillance operations of intelligence agencies.
Upon comparing and clarifying the aliases used in these documents, it is revealed
that Lin Yi-hsiung was subjected to multiple levels of surveillance by the National
Security Bureau (NSB), the Taiwan Garrison Command, the Ministry of Justice’s
Investigation Bureau, the Kuomintang (KMT) party organizations, the Taipei City
Police Department, and the National Police Agency.

In this multifaceted surveillance network, the NSB not only served as the
commanding authority of the intelligence system but also carried out actual
operations. NSB’s Sixth Special Service played a significant role in monitoring
Lin Yi-hsiung in Taiwan. When Lin was residing in the United States and Japan,
surveillance duties were taken over by the NSB’s overseas team, demonstrating the
Bureau's capacity for intelligence operations abroad and highlighting the division of
labor within the intelligence team.

Furthermore, public records show that intelligence agencies monitored Lin
Yi-hsiung from 1977 to 1993 due to security concerns based on their subjective
assumptions. The various “threats” that Lin supposedly posed to the regime were
imagined by the agencies as justifications for long-term continuous surveillance.

Because of the unique nature of the Lin Yi-hsiung case, his activities, such as

Researcher, Academia Historica
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reduced prison sentences and overseas visits, received high-level official attention
and required special permissions. While this was not typical, Lin’s file showcased
the operational system by which the National Security Bureau directed, supervised,
and executed a surveillance network consisted of various intelligence agencies.

Keywords :National Security Bureau, Intelligence Agencies, Lin Yi-hsiung, Surveillance
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